
 

The US advanced across the Pacific in 1945, 
thanks to Douglas Macarthur and his island 
hopping. Franklin Roosevelt died and was replaced 
by VP Harry Truman. 
 What did Truman have to decide what to do? 
 
 
 
 
What was big debate over the use of the bomb? 
 
 
 

 

What happened on 8/6/45  
 
 
 
What was the result? 
 
 
Who dropped the bomb? 
 
 
 FACTS: On Aug 6, 1945, the US dropped the atomic bomb 
               on the city of Hiroshima, Japan. 
*60,000-80,0000 people died as a direct result of the bomb 
*About 100 sq miles of the city was completely destroyed 
*over the next 10 years, 40,000 people died of radiation  
  poisoning 
*On Aug 7, 1945, the US demanded Japan surrender 
*On Aug 9, 1945, the use dropped a second atomic bomb on 
  Nagasaki.

QUESTIONS 
1. Describe the events that occurred in Italy. How could  
   these allow the allies to shift their focus? 
2. What happened on D-day?  Why was this important to the  
    allies and their success? 
3. Describe what you see in Source I. How does this  
4. What does Source J tell you about America’s and Britain’s  
    dedication to the D-Day invasion? 
5. Who took over Berlin? Why do you think it could be a  
     problem that  the Russians have troops in eastern  Europe 
    (Hungary, E. Germany  etc) What future problems could  
     this cause 
6.  Why do you think Hitler committed suicide? Explain why  
     you think this would be the end for Germany. 
7.  Why did Truman decide to drop the atomic bomb?   
     Describe the big concerns about using it. 
8. Why do people still debate its use today? In your opinion,  
    should the US have used the bomb, or continued island  
    hopping.  Explain why. 
9. Describe the destruction caused by the atomic bomb. 
10.  Read sources K, L and M. Describe the experiences of the  
     survivors of the bomb.   
11. More people were killed in air raid than by the two atomic  
     bombs, but it was the atomic bomb that was condemned.  
     Why do you think this is? 
12.  Describe the human losses in the war. Can this ever  
    happen  again in your opinion? Why or why not? 
 
 

SOURCE K: When I was rescued,  my hair was 
burned; my face was inflated like a balloon. Pieces of 
my skin were hanging off my arms. It was hell. I saw 
people looking  for water and they died soon after 
they drank it. I saw many people go into the river in 
search of water and who died. The whole city was 
destroyed and burning. There was no place to go. 

SOURCE L: Dr. Masakazu Fujii watched his house 
tumble into a river; he was trapped in  tree 
branches wearing only his underwear. After 
struggling free, he escaped top a friend’s house in 
the north. He died after nine years in coma due to 
a suicide attempt.  

SOURCE M: Toshiko Sasaki, a clerk, was in her 
office when the bomb hit. For many hours she lay 
buried beneath a pile of books. Her leg was 
crushed. Finally, she was dragged out and left 
under a lean to for days. Her leg did not heal 
properly and she walked with a limp, despite 
several operations. 

      How many died in the war? 
*16,112,556 servicemen worldwide 
*6-10 million in the concentration camps 
*any where from 20-50 million civilians


