
 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels were upset by the conditions 

in factories.  He blamed industrial capitalism for all of societies 

problems.  Marx wrote a book called the Communist Manifesto.  
In this book, he described the ideas of Communism (today 

refereed to as a Command Economy).. Under communism, the 

government makes all decisions and determines how resources 

will be used.  There is no competition because the government 

sets and controls prices.  They also control the means of 

production, deciding what will be made.  

 

Tasks: Answer the following questions  

1. Define the following terms: Communist Manifesto, proletariat, Bourgeoisie, capitalism, socialism  

2. Briefly explain the ideas of communism in your  own words. (a paragraph) 

3. Read Source A above. What is Marx saying  workers should do?  How does this statement fit in with the 

    beliefs of communism? 

4. How could governments use an economy like this to support a dictatorship? 

5.  In you opinion, can you truly have a society with no social or economic class differences? Why or why  not? 

6. Why will the proletariat overthrow the bourgeoisie?  

7. How will this get rid of classes?  

8. What is the end result of the communist cycle?  

9. Can any of these ideas relate to other social revolutions such as the French Revolution or the  American  

     Revolution? How? 

 

 

 

BELIEFS OF COMMUNISM: (Command Economy) 

1. History is a class struggle 

2. Oppressors or Bourgeoisie are the middle class 

     who own the means of production such as the  

     land, the money and also control the 

     government  

3.The Oppressed or Proletariat are the working  
  class. They depend on the  oppressor 
4.  A huge class struggle will occur with a violent  

      revolution.  
5. The Proletariat will overthrow the bourgeoisie  
     and will form a dictatorship to organize the 

     means of  production 

6. This creates no social or economic classes or 

     differences 

   

As conditions in the factories and the cities worsened, 

the desire for new types of economies and government 

grew.   Socialism, was the idea that government 

(society), should take control of means of production 

such as factories and utilities.  the desire to improve 

the conditions of the industrial working class. Trade 

unions began to develop.  Their purpose was to 

fight to raise wages and  improve working conditions.  

They also earned collective bargaining rights-the  

ability for the union to negotiate  between the worker 

and employer  

   

SOURCE A 

“Workers of the 

world unite; you 

have nothing to lose 

but your chains” 

The idea of capitalism came from Adam Smith, an 

enlightenment philosophe.   Capitalism (also called a 

Market Economy) is based on supply and demand.  

Resources are owned and controlled by individuals who 

compete to earn profits.  Competition among 

businesses determines price and increases quality.   

 


