
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many nations of Europe laid claim to the same land.  Otto Von Bismarck of Germany called a 

meeting of the powers of Europe to discuss how to divide up Africa. Fourteen countries were 

represented when the BERLIN CONFERENCE met in 1884. The countries included Austria-Hungary, 

Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Russia, Spain, 

Sweden-Norway Turkey, and the United States of America.  No African representatives were 

invited to the meeting   

 

THE RESULTS?   Great Britain got control of 

Egypt, Sudan (Anglo-Egyptian Sudan), Uganda, 

Kenya (British East Africa), South Africa, and 

Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana (Rhodesia), 

Nigeria and Ghana.     France took much of 

western Africa, from Mauritania to Chad 

(French West Africa) and Gabon and the 

Republic of Congo (French Equatorial Africa) 

Belgium and King Leopold II controlled the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (Belgian Congo). 
Portugal took Mozambique and Angola . Italy's 

holdings were Somalia (Italian Somaliland) and a 
portion of Ethiopia. Germany took Namibia 

(German Southwest Africa) and Tanzania 

(German East Africa). Spain claimed the 

smallest territory - Equatorial Guinea (Rio Muni). 

SOURCE A.THE BERLIN CONFERENCE 1884 

 VI. All the powers exercising sovereign rights or influence in 

the aforesaid territories bind themselves to watch over the 

preservation of the native tribes, and to care for the 

improvement of the conditions of their moral and material 

well-being and to help in suppressing slavery, and especially 

the Slave Trade.  

 

They shall, without distinction of creed or nation, protect and 

favor all religious, scientific, or charitable institutions and 

undertakings created and organized for the above ends, or 

which aim at instructing the natives and bringing home to 

them the blessings of civilization.. . .  

“The great questions of 

the day will not be settled 

by means of speeches and 

majority decisions but by 

iron and blood.”  Otto Von 

Bismarck 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What nations met at the Berlin Conference? 

2. Thinking back to your maps (or using pg 437 in text) which nation met, but owned no colonies? 

3.Why were no Africa representatives invited? 

4. What does this tell you about the Europeans attitudes towards the Africans? 

5. What areas did the French and British end up with?  Who claimed the most land? The least? 

6. Read Otto Von Bismarck’s quote.   What does this tell you about Germany’s approach to claiming colonies?  

7. Read the excerpt form the Berlin Conference.  According to the first part, is this statement reconfirming the  

    idea of White Man’s Burden.  Explain how. 

8. In the second part, what rights are the nations of Europe guaranteed?  What can they do to the African people? 

9.  What can you infer (guess) about King Leopold IIS attitude towards the Europeans entering Africa? 

SOURCE B King Leopold II of Belgium  

“To open to civilization, the only part of 

our globe where it has not yet been 

penetrated, to pierce the darkness, which 

envelops whole populations, is a crusade if 

I may say so, a crusade worthy of this 

century of progress”.  


