
 

Who was Gorbechev? 

 

 

What is perestroika? 

 

 

What was his first focus? 

 

 

What is a market economy? 

 

What political change did he make? 

 

 

What problems did Gorby face while trying to make his 

changes? 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What is a market economy? What is a command  

     economy? Describe the difference between the two 

2.  What was the idea of perestroika?   

3. What changes do you think would have been  

    important to make in Russia for it to change to a  

   democracy? 

4.  Why do you think that Russia did not want to allow  

     Chechnya to leave the USSR? 

5.. Compare the Quotes B and C.  What do these quotes  

    tell you about how Gorby felt during different time  

     periods.  

6. Why do you think Gorby told the nations of E. Europe 

    that they would no longer interfere with them? 

7. When did the Soviet Union cease to exist?  What do  

    you think will happen to nations under USSR  control? 

 
Source B: Gorby 

I am a Communist, a 
convinced 
Communist! For 
some that may be 

a fantasy. But to 

me it is my main 

goal. 

As reforms occured, a nationalist movement begins 

with calls for independence of the Russian Republics.  

Georgia, Latvia,  Estonia, Moldavia, Lithuania, 

Uzbekistan,  and Azerbaijan all begin to want 

independence.  Many in the Communist party and KGB 

disliked the changes because they did not want to give 

up the advantages they had. 

What happened on Aug. 1991? 

 

 

 

 

Who moved first for independence? 

 

 

What happened by 1991? 

 

 

What happened on Dec 25, 1991 

 

 

 

What types of problems were there? 

SOURCE C. The soviet people want full-blooded 

and unconditional democracy.  Mikhail Gorbechev 

 

What does Yeltsin not want to happen?  What is his 

reaction to Chechnya ? 

 

 

 

 

Who replaced Yeltsin? 

 

 

 

 

What reforms did he continue? 

 

 

 

How did he deal with Chechnya?  

 

 

 

What did Gorby say the USSR would no longer do?  

 

 

How did the nations of Eastern Europe react? 


