
  Many factories employed children and many were apprentices.  These children were often orphans, who were 

sent to the factories by large towns.  The factory owners paid overseers to make sure the children worked as 

hard as they could, because the more they worked, the more the overseers were paid. Children had many 

advantage s as workers. They were paid less than adults, and others worked for food and shelter.  They were 

smaller and it was easier for them to crawl under machinery, even while the machines were running, causing 

many injuries. 

Directions: Read the following 

primary sources. You must decide 

which sources are reliable. 

Source A: Leonard Horner, a factory inspector, 

describes what happened o a young girl in a textile 

factory. “She was caught by her apron which wrapped 

around the shaft. She was whirled around and repeatedly 

forced between the shaft and the carding engine. Her 

right leg was found some distance away.” 
Source B: Robert Blincoe, former apprentice’s 

evidence to Parliament: I have seen the time 

when two weights have each been screwed d to 

my ears. Then three or four of us have been 

hung on a beam over the machinery, hanging by 

our hands.  Mind, we were apprentices without a 

mother or father to take care of us. Then we 

used to stand up, in a skip, without our shirts, 

and be beat with straps. Then they used to tie 

up a 28-pound weight to hang down our backs.   

Source C: Nassau Senior, a factory owner.  “The easiness 

of the work makes long hours possible. Most of the work 

is merely that of watching the machinery, and piecing the 

threads that break.  The work is not as hard as a shopman 

behind a counter in a busy shop. “ 

Source E: Apprentice on his first day of work, age 7. 
“They reached the mill at about half past five in the 

morning. The moment he entered the odors, the noise 

appalled him and the smell seemed unbearable. His first 

task was to pick up the loose cotton that fell upon the floor. 

He went to it eagerly, even though he was much terrified by 

the noise of the machinery and half suffocated by the dust. 

Unused to the smell, he soon felt sick by constant bending. 

He sat down, but soon found out this was strictly forbidden. 

His overseer used his whip to prove this point.” 

Source D: Dr. Andrew Ure 1835. “Ill-treatment 

of any kind is very rare. I have visited many 

factories in Manchester and I have never once 

seen a child beaten. Nor did I ever see a child 

unhappy. They seemed to always be cheerful and 

alert.  It was delightful to see the ease with 

which they fixed the broken strands. They 

showed no exhaustion when they left at night.” 

Now that you have read these different sources, complete the following tasks; 

1.What do these sources say about conditions for children. Do they contradict each other? 

2. Fill in the table. Put the letter of each source under the heading that you think is correct. 

 

In favor of Child labor Against child labor Not sure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Now think about the author of each source and why they might saying what they are saying. For EACH source, 

answer the following questions: 

        a. who wrote it? 

        b. Why did they write it? What was their motive? 

        c. Is it a biased point of view? Why or why not? 

        d. Which source is the most reliable?  Why? 

4. Why should you be careful about which sources you can use?  How do you determine if a source is reliable? 


