
1947) – a coalition government took power in 1945, but Stalin arrested all the non-
Communist leaders in 1945, and the Communists forced the other non-Communists into 
exile 

QUESTONS: 

1. What was the reason Russia gave for  

     building the wall? (see source I) 

2. What was really happening? 

3. Why was this a problem for the USSR? 

4.  Who was Fidel Castro? Why was the US so 

     uneasy about the Cuban leader? 

5. Study source J.  Why was Cuba important  

    to the Americans? 

6.  What happened at the Bay of Pigs? Why was 

     this have been embarrassing for the US? 

7. Describe the Cuban Missile Crises. 

8. Why were the missiles in Cuban d Turkey an 

issue to begin with? 

9. Why would the two leaders want to come to  

     an agreement in secrecy? 

10. What does source K tell you about how the  

       Crisis was viewed?   

What was it like in the USSR after WWII? 

 

 

 

Describe the economy? 

 

 

 

How were people shortchanged? 

 

 

 

What happened under Stalin? 

 

Who was Khrushchev? 

 

 

 

What did he try to do? 

 

 

What is DE-STALINIZATION? 

 

 

 

How did he loosen control? 
 
 
 
 
 
Khrushchev said that he wanted ‘peaceful co-existence’ 
(see Source L) with the West.   Western leaders hoped 

this meant the end of the Cold War. They were 

disappointed: ‘De-stalinization’ did not mean a change back 

to capitalism, or freedom from Russia.   When communist 

countries went too far in their reforms, Khrushchev sent 

in the Red Army to stop them.  

You do not like Communism.   We do not like 

capitalism.   There is only one way out – peaceful co-

existence.  

  Khrushchev speaking on a visit to Britain in 1956 

Source L 

We may argue.   The main thing is to argue without 

using weapons.  Khrushchev speaking in 1959.  

Source M 

During 1946–47, Stalin made sure that Communist 

governments came to power in all the countries of 

eastern Europe (the countries which Russia had 

conquered in 1945).  This process as ‘slicing salami’ – 

gradually getting rid of all opposition, bit-by-bit.    

Russia gained control of what countries between 

1945-1948? 

 

 

 

What did the Soviets use Eastern Europe for? 

 

THE USSR TAKES OVER EASTERN EUROPE 

Albania (1945) – the Communists took power after 

the war without opposition.  

Bulgaria (1945) – gained power in 1945; the 

Communists then executed leaders of all the 

other parties. 

POLAND (1947) – a coalition government took power in 

1945, but Stalin arrested all the non-Communist 

leaders in 1945, & forced the others  into exile 

Romania (1945–1947) – a left-wing coalition was elected in 

1945; the Communists gradually took over control. 

Czechoslovakia:  (1945–48) – a left-wing coalition was 

elected in 1945.    The Communists banned all other parties 

and killed their leaders. 

  East Germany (1949) – the Russian turned their zone into 

a Soviet Satellite 

 


