
Viktor was born in the spring of '44 
And never saw his father anymore 
A child of sacrifice, a child of war 
Another son who never had a father after Leningrad 
 
Went off to school and learned to serve the state 
Followed the rules and drank his vodka straight 
The only way to live was drown the hate 
A Russian life was very sad 
And such was life in Leningrad 
 
I was born in '49 
A cold war kid in McCarthy time 
Stop 'em at the 38th Parallel 
Blast those yellow reds to hell 
And cold war kids were hard to kill 
Under their desk in an air raid drill 
Haven't they heard we won the war 
What do they keep on fighting for? 
 
Viktor was sent to some Red Army town 
Served out his time, became a circus clown 
The greatest happiness he'd ever found 
Was making Russian children glad 
And children lived in Leningrad 
 
But children lived in Levittown 
And hid in the shelters underground 
Until the Soviets turned their n 
And in that bright October sun 
We knew our childhood days were done 
And I watched my friends go off to war 
What do they keep on fighting for? 
 
And so my child and I came to this place 
To meet him eye to eye and face to face 
 made my daughter laugh, then we embraced 
We never knew what friends we had 
Until we came to Leningrad  

SOURCE F: RUSSIANS   by Sting 
released 1985 
In Europe and America 

There's a growing feeling of hysteria 

Conditioned to respond to all the threats 

In the rhetorical speeches of the Soviets 

Mr. Krushchev said we will bury you 

I don't subscribe to this point of view 

It would be such an ignorant thing to do 

If the Russians love their children too 

How can I save my little boy 

From Oppenheimer's deadly toy 

There is no monopoly of common sense 

On either side of the political fence 

We share the same biology 

Regardless of ideology 

Believe me when I say to you 

I hope the Russians love their children too 

There is no historical precedent 

To put words in the mouth of the President 

There's no such thing as a winnable war 

It's a lie we don't believe anymore 

Mr. Reagan says we will protect you 

I don't subscribe to this point of view 

Believe me when I say to you 

I hope the Russians love their children too 

We share the same biology 

Regardless of ideology 

What might save us, me and you 

Is if the Russians love their children too? 

 

Interpreting music: RUSSIANS by Sting 

1. What mood does the music set?  What message is it conveying to 

  the   listener? 

2.  Who are the three people mentioned by Sting? What role did each  

     have in the Cold War? 

3. What is “Oppenheimer’s deadly toy”? 

4.  What viewpoint does this song  reflect? 

5. What is Sting trying to say about the logic behind the Cold War? 

In the 1950s, the fear spreading communism hit an all time high. 

Senator Joe McCarthy, began accusing high level army and political 

figures of secretly belonging to the Communist party.  People were put 

on trial and much of the proceedings were televised. This created an 

atmosphere of paranoia of the “Red menace”.   Even actors were 

accused (many identified by future pres Ronald Reagan!) Eventually, it 

was found that McCarthy was  wrong and he later died in disgrace.  

Source G.  Leningrad by Billy Joel 

1   Viktor was born in the spring of ‘44 

2   And never saw his father anymore 

3   A child of sacrifice, a child of war 

4   Another son who never had a father after Leningrad 

5  Went off to school and learned to serve the state 

6  Followed the rules and drank his vodka straight 

7  The only way to live was to drown the hate 

8  A Russian life was very sad 

9  And such was life in Leningrad 

10  I was born in ‘49 

11  A cold war kid in McCarthy time 

12  Stop em all at the 38th parallel 

13  Blast those yellow reds to hell 

14  And cold war kids were hard to kill 

15  Under their desks in an air raid drill 

16  haven’t they heard we won the war 

17  What do they keep fighting for? 

18  Viktor was sent to some Red Army town 

19  Served out his time, became a circus clown 

20  The greatest happiness he ever found 

21  Was making Russian children glad 

22  And children lived in Leningrad 

23  But Children lived in Levittown 

24  And hid in shelters underground 

25  Until the soviets turned their ships around 

26  And tore the Cuban missiles down 

27  And in that bright October sun 

28  We knew our childhood days were done 

29  And I watched my friends go off to war 

30  What do they keep fighting for 

31  And so my child and I came to his place 

32  To meet him eye to eye nad face to face 

33  He made my daughter laugh, then we embraced 

34  We never knew what friends we had 

35  Until we came to Leningrad 

 

Look at the lyrics to Leningrad.  

1. Look at lines 1-4. What event is he referering to?  

2. According t o the song (lines 5-9) what was life like in the 

    USSR? How did Stalin contribute to this? 

3. What does Joel mean by “reds” in  line 13?  What was  

   goingon during McCarthy time? 

4. Describe what air raid drills were? 

5.  Explain what an underground shelter was used for. 

6. Explain what happened in the Cuban missile Crises? 

7. What war does Joel mean when he mentions “watched my 

     friends go off to war? 

8. What continual war are the two sides fighting? 

9. What do you think Levittown is? (Line 22) 

10 Why do you think that Joel said that childhood was  

     over? 

11. What message is the last stanza of the song sending? Is 

     it  positive or negative? Explain 

12. What is the overall theme or message of the song? 

13. Looking back through the lyrics, pick out 2 events that 

    demonstrate why this was an age of paranoia.  


