
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Read the New York Times article and 

answer the questions. 

12. Briefly summarize the article. 

13. What type of resource is this? 

14. What year do you think this article 

     was written? Explain why? 

15. Could this article have been  

      written in the year 2007? Why or 

      why not. 

16. This article was written in 1957,  

      the same year the Soviets beat  

      the US in something important.  

      What was  it? 

17. Explain why the United States  

      would be overly concerned about  

     student interest in science in the 50s. 

NEW YORK TIMES: US Faces Doom Unless Youth Learn Its Importance, 
Chief Physicist says 
The nations youth must be taught to appreciate the importance of science or 

the United States way of life is “doomed to rapid extinction”, the director of 

the American Institute of physics said yesterday. “The last few days have 

given ample evidence that America cannot just sit back and assume that we 

alone have the worlds know how at our fingertips. said Dr. Elmer Hutchisson, 

director of the institute. Through.  its member societies it represents nearly 

20,000 American physicists. He said Soviet scientists and teachers enjoyed a 

high place in their society and that Soviet policy, in which science is taken 

almost as a religion, seems to have paid off. Dr. Hutchisson said that the 

United States must distinguish carefully between the "highly accumulative" 

scientific knowledge that can be taught by rigorous discipline and the 

"namby-pamby kind of learning" that seeks to protect children against 

inhibition of their individuality "or their laziness." Unless future generations 

appreciate the role of science in modern society and understand the 

conditions under which science thrives, he said, “our way of life is, I am 

certain doomed to rapid extinction.” Harry Schmeck 

Look at poster 1 above.  

1. In your opinion, what is this poster 

     trying to say? 

2. Is this a primary or secondary  

     source? 

3. Describe what type of propaganda 

   you think they are using? 

4. Is this source biased? What point  

    of view is it coming from? 

          Below are US propaganda posters from the 1950/60s.  What are these sources telling you? 

Look at poster 3 above.  

8. In your opinion, what is this 

    poster  trying to say? 

9. Is this a primary or  

      secondary  source? 

10. Describe what type of  

      propaganda you think they 

       are   using? 

11. Describe how this poster  

      demonstrate the fears of  

      the Cold War?? 

Look at poster 2 above.  

5. In your opinion, what is this poster 

     trying to say? 

6. Is this a primary or secondary  

     source? 

7. Describe what type of propaganda 

   you think they are using? 

 


