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SOURCE E: 

Who wrote the Bill of Rights? 

 

 

Why? 

 

 

 

 

What was it viewed as? 

 
SOURCE D. JAMES 

MADISON: 1st 

Amendment 

JOSEPH II of AUSTRIA:  

Congress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting 

the free exercise thereof; 

or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or 

the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government 

for a redress of grievances. 

To preserve natural rights such as  equality of law and 

freedom of speech, the people needed to be ruled by an 

enlightened ruler.   What is the idea of ENLIGHTENED 

ABSOLUTISM?  

 

 

 

 

 

An enlightened ruler would allow religious toleration, 

freedom of speech, obey and enforce laws fairly and 

nurture the arts and science.  

FREDERICK THE GREAT of PRUSSIA (II) 

CATHERINE THE GREAT OF 

RUSSIA: 

 
Smurfdom? Serfdom? 

1.Describe America’s relationship with Great Britain. 

2. Describe the events that lead up to the American Revolution? 

3. What was organized as a result of the Revolution?  

4. Explain what the Declaration of Independence do? Describe 

   how it showed the ideas of the Enlightenment? 

5.. Describe the new government of the US. Describe TWO  

    Problems  it had?  Why did the framers toss it? 

6. Describe the new government under the Constitution? What  

     Enlightenment ideas were used to create it? 

7. What is the importance of the Bill of Rights? Why did  

    wouldn’t the states ratify the Constitution without it? 

8. Explain why the US seen as proof of the Enlightenment? 

“I have made 

Philosophy 

the lawmaker 

of my empire” 

9. Describe the idea of Enlightened absolutism?  

10. Do you agree or disagree that a ruler must  

      believe in enlightenment philosophy in order to 

      have an enlightened nation? Why or why not? 

11. Describe each of the three rulers. 

12. In your opinion, which of the three was the  

       most enlightened? Why? 

13. Which was the least? Why? 

14. Do you think that the enlightenment was  

     successful in Europe? Why or why not? 

15. Read Source D. Explain whether the ideas of  

     the 1st Amendment demonstrate enlightenment  

     absolutism 

16. What does source E. tell you about Joseph II s  

     beliefs about governing? 


