
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not all were supportive of the revolution. 

Who opposed it? 

What happened to 

the Russian royal 

family? 

Why did the Communist Reds win?  

 1. What is war communism? 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the Cheka? 

 

 

 

 

3. Leon Trotsky was a brilliant war leader and  

    strategist, so the Red Army had good tactics.  
4..Many Russians were Communists, who believed they  

   were fighting for a better world.   Others fought  

   for them because they hated foreign (British,  

   American and French) armies invading Russia 

5. The Bolsheviks had control of the main cities of  

    Moscow and Petrograd (with their factories),  

    control of the  railways (vital), an army of 300,000  

    ,strict army discipline, and lines  

   of communication 

Who fought in the Russian Civil war? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who won?  

 ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN COMPLETE SENTENCES  

1.  What problems or weaknesses did Nicholas II face in Russia  

2. How strong was the Tsar's government in 1913?  

3. How did Rasputin have such a hold on the Romanov family? 

4. Read Source A.  In your opinion, did  Rasputin see the future    

or was he trying to scare the royal family? 

5. Describe two major problems facing Russia in 1917 that led   

to the revolution? 

6.  Explain what an historian might learn from Source B about  

    why there  was a revolution in Russia in Feb/March 1917? 

7. What does Source B tell you about Czar Nicolas? 

8. Using Source C, describe the events that helped lead  to the 

     February  (March) revolution of `1917 (Russians used a  

     different calendar) 

9. .What problems faced the Provisional Government and how 

    did it try to  solve them? 

10.  Who was Vladimir Lenin?  What did he want? 

11. What are the basic beliefs of the Bolsheviks (Communists) 

12. What helped the Bolsheviks and Lenin to be successful? 

13. What role did propaganda play in Bolshevik success?  

14. How useful is Source D to an historian studying the kind of 
    Communist state that Lenin set up?   Use Source D and your 

      own  knowledge to explain your answer 

15. How did Lenin impose Communist control on Russia  in  1917? 

16. What did the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk do? Why were the 

      Russians upset about it?  

17.  Who fought in the Russian Civil war? What caused it?  

18. What happened to the Royal family? 

19. Why did the Communist Reds win? What advantages did  

  they have?  

 

1. A new  government was elected –. When it met 

Lenin used the Red Guards to close it  

2.: The Treaty of BREST- LITOVSK  ended war,  

   but gave  Russia’s best agricultural and industrial  

   land to  Germany Ukraine, Estonia,  Latvia,Lithuania 

3.   Lenin introduced Communist laws: Land was taken  

   from the tsars and nobles and given to peasants, 

   Factories were put under control of elected  

    committees of workers. 

4.  Lenin tried to make society   communist: banned  

religion, destroyed churches, labor laws gave 8 hr  

   day, unemployment pay and pensions, divorce and  

   abortion were allowed.  

5. The CHEKA (secret police) arrested, tortured and 

killed all opponents, the Tsar and his family were 

killed (maybe),  newspapers were censored  

.  

EXTENSION:  
Describe the causes that led to the Russian Revolution?  Why 

were Lenin and the Bolsheviks so successful? Could another 

Communist revolution take place today? Why or why not?  


