
 In 1789, the French would follow America’s lead and 

have a revolution of their own. This revolution, more 

violent and radical then the US’s, tried to create a new 

political and social order.  There were both short term 

and long range causes of the revolution, including how 

society was set up. Society was divided into three 
classes or ESTATES. The first and second estate 
enjoyed many privileges.   

 

What were some of the problems faced by 

France at this time? 

SOURCE B: Englishman’s view of French Peasants 1787 

I was joined by a poor woman who complained of the times. Her 
husband had only a morsel of land, one cow and a poor horse. But 
they had to pay 20kg if wheat and three chickens as feudal dues 
to one lord, and 60kg of oats, one chicken and five pence to 
another, along with very heavy taxes to the king’s tax collectors: 
“The taxes and feudal dues are crushing us” 

THE THIRD ESTATE 

-Peasants had to do military service 

-Peasants could not hunt or fish on noble’s estates 

-Peasants had to pay taxes to the lords 

-Peasants had to use the lord’s mill & winepress & pay for it 

FIRST & SECOND ESTATE 

-Nobles had almost complete authority 

  over peasants 

-Nobles didn’t have to do military  

   service 

-Nobles were tax exempt 

-Nobles collected tolls from people  

  using roads & markets 

-Many nobles lived in luxury 

SOURCE A 

YEARLY INCOMES 

Archbishop         50,000 livres 

Marquis de Mainvilletee 20,000 livres 

Parish priest     10,000 livres 

Master carpenter           200 livres 

 

Who did Louis XVI call together for the first time in May 1789 

since 1614? 

 

 

How did the Estates General work? 

 

 

What did the 3rd estate want? 

 

What was the kings response? 

 
 

What was the 3rd Estates response? 

 

 

 

What did they swear?  

SOURCE C: Some of the complaints taken to the Estates General: 

 O rich citizens be so good as to leave for a time your rich chateaux 
and palaces and be so good as to glance at those unfortunates whose 
muscles are only occupied in working for you. What do you see in our 
villages? A few weakened men, faces withered by poverty and shame, 
their wives having too many children, their children wearing rags…  All 
the peasants in our neighborhood are making ready to refuse the 
church tax gatherers and state that nothing will be taken without 
bloodshed.  


