
 The Committee, supported by Robespierre wanted to create 

Republic of Virtue, a democracy  with good  citizens.  They used  

DECHRISTIANIZATION- got rid of churches, created a new 

calendar with dates beginning from  the Revolution, called people 

Citizen instead of Mr, .  

 

What did France do as the Reign was going on? 

 

 

 

 

What happened to Robespierre? 

 

 

 

What did the Middle class do? What did they 

set up? 

 

 

 

 

Council of 500 creates laws & Council of Elders 

approves/rejects laws. .(all members chosen by 

electors who had to own property)  

What was the Directory? 

SOURCE H.  Law: 1793 by 

Committee for Public Safety: 

Suspects shall be locked up..The 

proof necessary to convict 

enemies.. can be any kind of 

evidence.  If proof already exists 

there need be no further 

witnesses.. The penalty for all 

offences under the law of 

revolutionary tribunal is death” 

C). “A woman was charged with the 

crime of having wept at her husband’s 

execution. she was condemned to sit 

under the blade which shed upon her, 

drop by drop, the blood of her dead  

husband…before she was released by 

death. 

A) Jean-Baptiste 

Henry, 18, tailor: 

convicted of 

sawing down a 

treel of liberty. 

Executed Sept 6, 

1793 

B) Henriette Marboeuf, 

55, convicted of hoping 

for the arrival of the 

Austrians and Prussians 

and keeping food for 

them. Condemned to 

death and executed 
same day. 

SOURCE I: From the Execution record 1793 

D)  In Lyons, 300 were executed by cannon fire when the guillotine was “too slow”.  At 

Nantes, 2000 people were put on barges, towed to the middle of the river and sunk.  

!000s would watch the executions, taking bets on who would go first. 

Questions: 

1. What are Communes? What did the Paris Commune do? 

2.  Explain the importance of the Sans-Culottes in French  

   Revolution? 

3.  What was the National Convention? Who mostly belonged to it? 

4. What decision did they make about Louis XVI? In you opinion, 

    How did it signal the start of the Reign of Terror? 

5. What was the purpose of the Committee of Public Safety?  

6. In your opinion, should there have been limits on the powers 

      granted to the CPS? Why or why not? 

7. What does Source G tell you about Danton’s character? 

8. Read source F. Does this sound like a tactic of democracy or  

    dictatorship? Explain.  

9. Read source H. Does this law reflect the French desire for a 

      free and equal government for all? Why or why not? 

10. Read source I (execution record, A,B,Cand D) ).  Give a  

general description of what happened to the people of France 

11. How do these cases demonstrate why this time period was  

    called the Reign of Terror?  Who suffered? 

12. What eventually happened to Robespierre? 

13. What did the Middle class do? 

14. Was the new government under the Directory better or 

    worse then the old one? Why? 
 


