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 Read the storuy below with a partner.  

Do you think that one person can help to change a 

country or even the world?  Why or why not? 

LIST 3 people that you think have 

helped to make the world a better 

place. 

1. 

 

2 

 

3. 

 

 Mohandas Gandhi was born in 1869 in India.  He studied law in London and 

worked as a lawyer in the country of South Africa.  At this time, South Africa 

was a British colony (owned and run by Great Britain) just like India. Gandhi was 

working for the rights of Indians who were being DISCRINMINATED against.  

It happened to Gandhi too.  One day in court, Gandhi was told by the judge to 

take off his turban, He was thrown off a train because he would not move to the 

back of the train. Later, he was beaten up when he would not ride on the 

footboard (outside) of a stage coach so a white European could have his seat. He 

was not allowed in many hotels because he was Indian.  This made Gandhi think 

about racism and making life better for Indians,.  

  Gandhi wanted freedom for India and believed you could get it without 

fighting and violence.  He believed in NON-VIOLENT RESISTENCE. This meant 

that you do not hit someone. He also believed in CIVIL DISOBEDEINCE which 

said you should not obey a law you think is unfair. He led marches, strikes and 

protests to get attention. He talked Indians into not buying goods made by the 

British or working in British factories.    

Do you think that what happened to Gandhi when he was in South Africa helped Gandhi to come up 

with the idea of non-violence to get change? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think are the advantages (good things) about using non-violent protests to get change? 

GANDHI 



 1. We will read the story below.  

 2.Talk about what YOU would do about the problem in the story.   

    Write  down what you would do.  

3. Share your answer with another group.  

   4. Lets share with the class what ideas everyone came up with!  
           

    IN THE VILLAGE OF MOK 

 You are the mayor (leader) of the village of Mok in the land of Aidni. Your country is ruled 

by another nation, the nation of Trib which is thousands of miles away.  Trib’s soldiers have been 

in Aidni for over 100 years. The people of Aidni hate having Trib’s soldiers in their country. 

 In the past year, many people in your own village have been trying to get the Trib army 

out of Aidni. In the last week, soldiers of Trib have killed and beaten several innocent (they 

have done nothing wrong) villagers while looking into some problems that have happened. There 

were some acts of sabotage (where you try to hurt or damage something  to make problems) at 

the Trib supply place. While some of your people have tried to destroy supplies of the Trib army 

in the past, they have never injured a soldier of Trib. 

 You have called a meeting of the people of Mok to decide what to do. 

 

QUESTION: What do you think the village of Mok should do? Think about Gandhi. What  

                would he do? 

 
 


