
GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND: I send you this public letter by  For many years, Japan was isolated from other nations, refusing to allow 

foreigners in or to trade with other nations.  The Tokagawa Shogunante had 

led Japan for nearly 200 years at this point. Other nations wanted to enter 

Japan, just as they had taken over China, India and Africa. 

In1853, a US fleet under Commodore Matthew Perry landed in Tokyo with a letter from 

President Milliard Fillmore. The letter asked for better treatment of shipwrecked sailors 

and for Japan to open its relationships with the west.  Japan said no. Perry returned a year 

later with a larger fleet to “convince” the Japanese to open their ports to trade.  Japan’s 

leaders argue over what to do.  Eventually they agree to CONCESSIONS- a political 

compromise.  Under military pressure, they agree to the TREATY OF KANAGAWA, which 

opened ports and allowed the Americans to have a consulate in Japan.  

The Samurai warriors dislike the new 
openness.  They formed the Sat Cho 

alliance and forced the shogun to promise 

to end all contact with the west. The Sat 

Cho attacked ships entering Japan, but 

their weak military lost.  Later they 

attacked the Palace.  The Shogun’s forces 

collapsed. Japan realized they need o 

change and modernize to survive. 

 

The Sat Cho place a new emperor on the 

throne, MUTSUHITO. He was known as 

the MEIJI or the ENLIGHTEND ruler.  

He was under control of the Sat Cho.  

The Sat Cho also took land from the 

DAIMYOS, (local lords), but named them 

PREFECTURES- governors in exchange. 

SOURCE A : LETTER FROM MILLIARD FILLMORE, SENT WITH COMMODORE PERRY: 

GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND: I send you this public letter by Commodore Matthew C. Perry, an officer of the highest 

rank in the navy of the United States, and commander of the squadron now visiting Your imperial majesty's dominions. I 

have directed Commodore Perry to assure your imperial majesty that I entertain the kindest feelings toward your 

majesty's person and government, and that I have no other object in sending him to Japan but to propose to your 

imperial majesty that the United States and Japan should live in friendship and have commercial intercourse with each 

other. The United States of America reach from ocean to ocean, and our Territory of Oregon and State of California 

lie directly opposite to the dominions of your imperial majesty. Our steamships can go from California to Japan in 

eighteen days. Our great State of California produces about sixty millions of dollars in gold every year, besides silver, 

quicksilver, precious stones, and many other valuable articles. Japan is also a rich and fertile country, and produces 

many very valuable articles. Your imperial majesty's subjects are skilled in many of the arts. I am desirous that our two 

countries should trade with each other, for the benefit both of Japan and the United States. We know that the 

ancient laws of your imperial majesty's government do not allow of foreign trade, but as the state of the world changes 

and new governments are formed, it seems to be wise, from time to time, to make new laws. These are the only 

objects for which I have sent Commodore Perry, with a powerful squadron, to pay a visit to your imperial 

majesty's renowned city of Yedo: friendship, commerce, a supply of coal and provisions, and protection for our 

shipwrecked people. We have directed Commodore Perry to beg your imperial majesty's acceptance of a few presents. 

They are of no great value in themselves; but some of them may serve as specimens of the articles manufactured in the 

United States, and they are intended as tokens of our sincere and respectful friendship. May the Almighty have your 

imperial majesty in His great and holy keeping! In witness whereof, I have caused the great seal of the United States 

to be hereunto affixed, and have subscribed the same with my name, at the city of Washington, in America, the seat of 

my government, on the thirteenth day of the month of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

two.   

Your good friend, 

 


