
����� After being forced to sign the treaty, the Sat Cho alliance realized that Japan needed to modernize their nation in order 

to compete with the rest of the world.  They modernized many aspects of their society, including their government, their 

military, the economy and their educational system.  The following are Japan’s steps to modernization:  

  Who was ITO HIROBUMI?  Why was he sent to other nations? 

 

 

What type of new government did Japan create? 

        

ECONOMICS:   How did Japan improve its economy? 

 

 

What did they do for businesses? 

Howdy! 

What did Japan do to the military? 

Education: What changes were made? 

Now that Japan has built up their industry, 

Japan needed resources.  Japan has little 

natural resources of their own and lacked 

room for expansion.  Japan had witnessed how 

western nations had become wealthy not only 

because of their government, military and 

educational systems, but because of their 

colonies.  Colonies had provide raw materials, 

sources of labor and new markets for goods.  

Japan had to expand to compete. 

 

Japan  expands to get resources.  Japan first invades the islands 

around Japan.  Then Japan uses the same technique as the 

Americans did in Japan to move into Korea in 1894. Japan fights 

and defeats China. Japan was given Taiwan in the Treaty that ended 

the war.  As the Japanese moved North, tension with the Russians 

increases.  In 1904, the Russo-Japanese war begins.  The Russian 

navy loses and is   humiliated when they are forced to give land to 

Japan, making Japan a major power.  
1. How did the Americans get the Japanese to open up relations? 

2. In your opinion, were the Americans practicing imperialism?  

    Why or why not? 

3.  According to Milliard Fillmore’s letter (source A), why did the 

     US want a relationship with Japan? 

4. In your opinion, was his letter persuasive enough? Why or why  

     not? 

5. What is implied by President Fillmore in the highlighted line when 

    he says a “powerful squadron?”  

6.  What steps did Japan take towards modernizing their nation?  
      Describe business, government, education and the military. 

7. How did Japan  continue to promote their own culture, even while 

      using Western models? 

8. How did Japan move from being invaded to practicing  

      imperialism?  

9.  How did Japan’s modernization lead to imperialism?  

10. Color in the areas taken over by Japan? 

TASKS!  


