
 WHY WAS THERE A REVOLUTION IN 1917? 

1. The weaknesses described above 

2. World War I was the key factor.    

The army was badly led and poorly equipped.   Russian 

defeats at Tannenberg and Masurian Lakes – the Russians 

lost 200,000 men – lost the government the support of 

the army.   There were few munitions (weapons) factories 

and military leaders, including Nicholas, who  had little 

training.  The war took 15 million men from the farms so 

there were food shortages and food prices rose 

3.Tsar’s Mistakes  

*The tsar took personal command of the army –he was  

   blamed for the defeats.     

*He left the Tsarina in charge.   She was incompetent (she 

    let Rasputin run the government), and (because she was  

    a German) rumors circulated that she was trying to help 

    Germany win.  

*Finally, in the crisis, Nicholas went to pieces and failed to 

do anything (see Source B).  

 

SOURCE B 
On March 12, 1917, Rodzianko, the President 
of the Duma, telegraphed the Tsar: 

“The situation is getting worse. Something has 

to be done immediately. Tomorrow is too late. 

The last hour has struck. The future of the 

country and the royal family is being decided.” 

The Tsar read it and said: 

Again that fat-bellied Rodzianko has written n 

me a load of nonsense, which I wont bother to 

answer.  

  

The Romanov dynasty had ruled since 1613  

In 1905, there had been a revolution and 

Nicholas was forced to accept a Duma 

(parliament), but it had no power and the 

Tsar dismissed it if it disagreed with him.  

What was the DUMA and what did it do in 

1917? 

SOURCE C:  In March 1917 crowds rioted on the streets.   

The soldiers joined them.   Then the members of the Duma 

joined the rebellion; they forced the Tsar to abdicate 

TIMELINE OF A DOWNFALL: 

March 7: Steelworkers strike 

March 8: Women in Petrograd March and strike over lack 

of bread 

March 9-10: More riots/strike. Tsarina calls in troops 

March 11: Troops fire on crowd. Duma urges action. Tsar 

dissolves Duma 

March 12: Soldiers mutiny & join riots.  Duma sets up 

provisional government led by Kerensky. Soldiers and 

workers set up the ‘Petrograd Soviet’ of 2,500 elected 

deputies   (the Tsar’s government had fallen/ Russia now 

had 2 governments) 

March 13: The Tsar gets on a train to Petrograd but on 

March 14  is arrested on the way and abdicates (gives up 

the throne) on March 15.  

 

What was the Provisional Government? Who led it? 

 

 

 

 

What mistakes did they make? 

 

 

 

What were the Soviets? 

Describe the events of the March Revolution and 

the role women played? 


