
 

Weaknesses: Russia’s status in the 1900s  
1.  Russia had been humiliated in a war with Japan, 1904  
2.  There were many nationalities, languages and religions 

3.  Russia was vast – 125 million people spread across Europe and Asia.   This made government difficult,  

     especially because of poor communications – bad roads and few railways.  
4.  An out-of-date farming economy.   

5.  Russia was beginning to industrialize.  Towns/ factories were starting to grow up.   But there was worker 

poverty and poor living conditions – 

6.  Tsar Nicholas was an autocrat –  Nicholas carried out all the business of government alone, without even a 

secretary, an impossible load   He was a weak Tsar.    
7. There was opposition to the government from:  
       The Communists (followers of Karl Marx), who were divided into the Mensheviks (wanted Communism  

        without  a revolution) and the extremist Bolsheviks (wanted a violent proletarian revolution).  
 

BY the early 1900s, Russia was 

experiencing many problems, 

especially as a result of Russia’s 

involvement with WWI and Russia’s 

Tsar Nicolas Romanov II and his 

family. 

Who belonged to the Russian royal 

family? Describe them. 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was Alexandra a problem?  

Who was Rasputin? Why was he important to 

the Romanov family? 
 
 
 
 
How did Rasputin cause problems for the royal 

family? 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened to Rasputin? 

SOURCE A. Rasputin wrote this letter before he died on Dec. 

30th, 1916. Prince Yussoupeov, a Romanov relative murdered him.  

 
I write and leave behind me this letter at St. Petersburg. I feel that 
I shall leave this life before  January 1st… If I am killed by my 

brothers, the Russian peasants, you Tsar of Russia, have nothing to 

fear, remain on your throne and govern, and you Russian Tsar will 

have nothing to fear for your children, they will reign for hundreds 

of years in Russia. ..if it was your relations who have wrought my 

death, then no one in the family, that is to say, none of your 

children or relations will remain alive for more than two years.  
They will be killed by the Russian people.. You must reflect and act 

prudently. Think of your safety and tell your relations that I have 

paid for them with my blood. I shall be killed. I am no longer 
among the living. 

        Pray, pray, be strong, think of your blessed family. 

    Grigory 


