
 
          
            

     

           
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
        

World War one was a war that involved many nations. WWI had many 

different causes. Some causes took many years to happen, while other 

causes were more immediate. This would be the worst war the world had 

ever seen, and would include many new weapons and ways to fight.  

M is for…. MILITARISM                        

  Militarism means that a nation is focusing on increasing the 

size of its military. By 1914, Germany had the greatest 

increase in military buildup. Great Britain and Germany both 

greatly increased their navies in this time period. Further, in 

Germany and Russia particularly, the military  had a bigger 

influence on public policy. Many new weapons were developed 

and  the policy of CONSCRIPTION (drafting men) became 

common.  Crazy war plans, such as the German Von Schlieffen 

Plan also were drawn up. It  involved attacking France through 

Belgium if Russia made an attack on Germany. 
 

An easy way to 

remember the causes of 
WWI! Look at this 

acronym! 

MMMM ilitarism 

AAAA    lliances 

IIII    mperialism 

NNNN    ationalism 

 

A is for ….. Alliances!  

An alliance is an agreement made between two or more countries to give each 

other help if it is needed. When an alliance is signed, those countries become 

known as Allies. Between 1879 and 1914, countries throughout Europe made 

mutual defense agreements that would pull them into battle. Thus, if one 

country was attacked, allied countries were bound to defend them. 
 

Triple Alliance Triple Entente  
Austro-Hungary Great Britain 

Germany France 

Italy Russia 

             Other important ones: 
  Russia  and Serbia 

  Great Britain and Belgium 

 

I  is for ….IMPERIALISM:  Imperialism is when a country takes over new lands or 
countries and makes them subject to their rule. This was true in order to get the raw 

materials these areas could provide. By 1900 the British Empire extended over five 

continents and France had control of large areas of Africa. The amount of lands 'owned' 

by Britain and France increased the rivalry with Germany who had small areas of Africa. 

. The increasing competition and desire for greater empires led to an increase in 

confrontation that helped push the world into World War I. 
 

N is for........ NATIONALISM   

Nationalism means being a strong supporter of the rights and interests of one's country. Much of the origin of the war 

was based on the desire of the Slavic peoples in Bosnia and Herzegovina to no longer be part of Austria Hungary  

but instead be part of Serbia. In this way, nationalism led directly to the War. But in a more general way, the 

nationalism of the various countries throughout Europe contributed not only to the beginning but the extension of  

the war in Europe. Each country tried to prove their dominance and power. 

 

Answer the following questions 

1. What is meant by the term alliance? 

2. Describe a  problem created by alliances? 

3. Which countries were allied by the Triple Alliance? 

4. Which countries were allied by the Triple Entente? 

5. Describe the part played by Germany in increasing European militarism 

6. Explain how imperialism contribute towards Germany’s 

    increasing anger with Britain and France? 

7. Which armies had increased in size between 1870 and 1914? 

8. Describe the Schlieffen Plan.  Explain why it could be a major problem  

9. Why was nationalism an important factor? 
  


